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D&Y.RTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  97TH  MILITARY  POLICE  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  >5312  //t 

lU  November  1966 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  „--;.,iber  1966, 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  5^  V 
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TO: 


Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of 
the  Amy,  Washington  D.C.  20310 
Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPCP-KH, 
APO  US  Forces  96556 
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Section  1,  Significant  Organization  or  Unit  Activities’*1 


„:.-j  Li  U 


a.  CONUS  Training  and  Embarkation:  Headquarters  and  Headquar¬ 
ter.-.  Detachment,  97th  Military  Police  Battalion  is  organized  under  TOE  19- 
500  J,  Team.  AD,  and  v;as  activated  at  Fort  Lewis,  Washington  on  1  June  1966. 
At  the  same  time,  three  separate  military  police  companies  and  one  mili¬ 
tary  police  detachment  were  activated  and  temporarily  assigned  to  this 
headquarters  for  command  and  administrative  control  while  undergoing  POM 
at  that  installation.  Concurrently,  seven  infantry  companies,  minus  their 
weapons  platoons,  were  activated  and  a  provisional  battalion  headquarters 
was  established  to  exercise  command  and  administrative  control  over  these 
■units  while  they  underwent  their  POM  at  Fort  Levis*  This  commander  was 
aware  that  three  of  these  infantry  companies  would  be  a  portion  of  the  sub¬ 
ordinate  units  assigned  to  this  battalion  for  the  performance  of  its  mis¬ 
sion  in  EYE.  Every  effort  to  identify  those  companies  and  gain  their  im¬ 
mediate  assignment  to  this  headquarters  in  order  that  the  greater  part  of 
this  battalion  could  train  and  ship  together,  was  to  no  avail*  By  30  July 
19o6,  the  headquarters  and  headquarters  detachment  concluded  its  training 
cycle  ;:ir/h  the  successful  completion  of  its  ATT*  For  the  next  twenty- 
seven  cays,  beginning  1  August  1966,  this  headquarters  continued  to  draw 
its  authorized  equipment,  prepare  it  for  shipment,  deliver  it  to  the  port, 
rotate  its  pcx-sonncl  on  fourteen  days  leave,  and  maintain  command  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  control  of  the  heretofore  mentioned  military  police  units* 
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AVBGF-J  XU  November  1966 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October  1966, 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65 

On  the  night  of  27  August  1966,  the  headquarters  and  headquarters  detach¬ 
ment  departed  Fort  Lewis,  flew  chartered  commercial  air  to  San  Francisco, 
and  embarked  from  Oakland  Army  Terminal  aboard  the  USNS  Patrick  on  29 
August  1966,  After  a  smooth  voyage  of  eighteen  days,  this  headquarters 
disembarked  at  Cam  Ranh  Bay,  RVN  on  16  September  19660 

b.  Current  Operations:  On  19  September  1966,  this  headquarters 
assumed  command  and  administrative  control  of  its  only  subordinate  unit 
in  country,  the  630th  Military  Poli.ce  Company,  which  supports  the  provost 
marshal  operations  at  Cam  Ranh  Bay.  This  headquarters  is  currently  re¬ 
questing  additional  equipment,  preparing  company  areas  for  the  arrival  of  . 
its  remaining  subordinate  units,  and  planning  for  the  construction  of  se¬ 
curity  fences  around  piers  and  critical  areas.  Tills  headquarter's  immedi¬ 
ate  concern  is  to  establish  an  RTT  communications  system  with  its  higher 
headquarters o 

2.  Section  2,  Commanders  Observations  and  Recommendations, 
a.  Section  2,  Part  I,  Observations  (Lessons  Learned): 

(1)  Training  and  organization. 

Subordinate  Units 

"  in:  This  headquarters  lost  the  opportunity  to  train  its  subordinate 
infantry  units  for  their  overseas  security  mission,  and  prepare  them  for 
concurrent  i'-ploymcnt  as  a  battalion,, 

Discussion:  Initially,  this  headquarters  was  scheduled  for  activation  at 
Form  donning,  Georgia.  Tliis  was  changed  to  Fort  Lewis  because  the  subor¬ 
dinate  infantry  units  were  activated  there  concurrently.  However,  these 
units  were  not  assigned  to  this  headquarters,  and  this  headquarters  train¬ 
ed  units  that  were  not  assigned  to  it  overseas.  This  resulted  in  a  two 
months  cclay  in  the  deployment  of  the  assigned  infantry  units. 

Observation:  Subordinate  units  should  be  assigned  to  their  parent. unit, 
trained,  and  deployed  together, 

(2)  Logistics. 

Red  TAT  Equipment 


j-tem:  Loading,  unloading,  and  marking  of  red  tat  equipment 


AVffiF-J  II4.  November  1966 

BULinOT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October  1966, 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFCR-65 

Discussion:  This  headquarters  arrived  at  Can  Ranh  Bay  with  nineteen  red 
tan  containers  aboard  ship,  Only  five  containers  could  be  located  and 
unloaded  at  this  port,  Tne  remaining  containers  were  unloaded  at  the  next 
port-  Aung  Tau,  and  had  to  be  transshipped  back  to  Cam  Ranh  Bay0 

Observation:  All  of  one  unit's  red  tat  equipment  should  be  stowed  together 
in  the  same  hold  of  the  shin  ,  For  easier  identification,  the  tops  of  each 
container  as  well  as  all  four  sides  should  be  stenciled  with  the  UICo 

Hater  Tank  Truck 

Item:  This  headquarters  has  no  capability  of  supplying  its  subordinate 
units  wiuh  non  potable  water  for  showers  and  laundry. 

Discussion:  Haile  unit  water  trailers  lire  sufficient  for  supplying  pot¬ 
able  cirimcing  water,  there  are  no  provisions  made  to  authorize  units  an  ~ 
additional  water  transport  capability  for  uheir  non  potable  water  require¬ 
ments.  Further  there  are  no  units  organized  with  the  mission  of  supplying 
this  requirement. 

srr  at.i:n:  Battalion  size  units  stationed  in  Viet  Nam  should  be  auth¬ 
orises  u.4o  equipment  to  transport  water  and  supply  its  subordinate  units. 
Preferably  a  water  tank  truck  with  pump  should  be  considered, 

HIBTQC  Package 

1 ben:  Tiie  issuing  of  UA3T0C  packages, 

Discussion:  Present  procedure  is  to  issue  the  h'ABTQC  packages  to  the  de¬ 
ploying  unit  in  CONuS  to  accompany  or  follow  the  deploying  units  The  in 
country  sponsoring  unit  could  be  of  greater  assistance  if  these  packages 
arrived  prior  to  that  of  the  deploying  unit0 

Observation:  Issue  UABTOC  packages  in  country  to  the  sponsoring  'unit  or 
the  ne ploying  unit's  advance  party. 

(3)  Operations  and  Logistics 0 

Communications 

Tim n:  Improvement  of  internal  and  external  communications. 

Discussion:  Inadequate  and  indirect  radio  communications  presently  exist 
oetween  the  military  police  security  sentries  aboard  ships  in  the  harbor 
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higher  hoadquart2seLadJpindSt  C0”™llcatinS  <Hth 


^ncervations  Additional  radios  have  been  rcoue-f  ^  +n  ■ 

curxoy  capaoility  of  the  sentr-in*  U  J.  to  xncrease  the  se- 
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curxuy  capaoility  of  the  sentries  aboard  shn  tV°,  “crease  thb  ^ 
W4f  suomltted  to  add  a  RTT  capability  to  h  °  ^  MT0J 

cate  with  its  higher  headquarters.  J  ^  n-^qdari,ers  „o  conununi- 


b°  Section  2,  Part  II,  Recommendations: 
(1)  Training  and  Organization* 

■  Subordinate  Uni  ts 


Recorjic  neat  ion  :  Headquarters  USARV  noti^V  r<'W'nr  * 

aignmonc.  ox  units  whenever  possible.  ‘x‘  n0Su  probable  as> 


(2)  Logistics. 

Red  TAT  Equipment 

C°nta“era  ot  red  tat  equipment  be  marked  on  all  four 


FABTCC  Package 
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AV (I[.  Movcnber  1966)  1st  Ind 

6UBJ2GT:  Operational  Ueport  lor  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October  1966 
de-posts  Control  dynibol  CSPO:t-63 

headquarters ,  l6tn  .-.ilitary  Police  Groups  APO  962/40,  23  November  1966 

TC:  Goi  '..minding  Officer,  10th  Military  Police  Brigade,  APO  96307 

1“  lj“G  Operational  deport  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October 
_;t)0  oi  too  9/th  military  Police  battalion  is  attached  as  Inclosure  1. 

2.  i  ieol  that  tnis  report  is  generally  adequate  and  the  recommend- 
. n/icr.s  valid.  A  summarization  and  specific  comments  regarding  areas  of 
:tcaconcu:vonce  are  contained  in  the  following  paragraphs.  All  comments 
axe  Kejcd  to  specific  sections,  paragraons  and  items  of  the  basic  report. 

a.  (faction  1,  para  la)  The  97th  Military  Police  Battalion 
w  .s  MKx  .,*•  a  to  one  lown  iiilitary  Police  Group  on  26  September  1966. 

.<o  o.  .ici.x_  rclaua.onsh.Lp  existed  between  Tc.ese  units  prior  to  that  date. 


o. 


1  Section  1,  para  lb)  The  concern  expressed  over  the  present 


inch  of  ALT  communications  is  shared  by  me  and  my  staff.  TOE  19-pOOD, 
ur.ner  wt.ioh  the  battalion  headquarters  is  organized,  does  not  authorize 
...  c  u_ pmo.. t.  i.o’.:evcr 3  every  effort  is  being  made  to  reorganize  that 
v  a;::.-.  .■  ..ers  under  fOi  19-500 j.,  winch  would  authorize  the  necessary  AN/GAC-16 
'  •  •"*  partially  alleviate  tiiis  problem-  An  f'T-I  c ommunicaticns 
c  ’■■eatly  being  established  between  the  battalion  and  group 

>"di.  OOjl  1.1  • 

r.  (Lection  2,  Part  1,  para  2a  (2),  V/ater  Tank  Truck)  I  do 
..Ot  c<  nciir  .  o.tn  t;:c  ooservation  that  a  water  tank  truck  be  authorized  for 
-ssue  oo  each  ba. tali on-size  unit  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  non-potable 


ana  laundry.  Tiiis  problem  is  peculiar  to  the  unit's 


water  for  showers 

a  *■  .u  Ox  operations  anu  is  a  service  responsibility  of  the  area  supoert 
corm-uia.  Local  improvisations  have  provided  a  temporary  solution  to  the 
promo;.. j  new  ever ,  tne  continuing  requirement  should  be  resolved  through 
use  madquar tars  cnarged  with  the  responsibility  for  providing  this  support. 

a.  (.section  2,  Part  1,  nara  2a  (3),  Communications)  It  is 
recognized  wnc  currently  authorized  communications  equipment  is  neither 
a  .v  to  meet  tne  internal  needs  of  the  unit,  nor  is  it  sufficient  to 

sw -...ore  na.jj  .on  requirements .  This  head  quarters  has  concurred  in  all 
tv.  wants  -or  autnonzaticn  wo  obtain  tm  additional  communications  equipment 
c  :d  .-..-.rsonnel  essential  to  mission  accomplishment.  Ar.  MTOS  has  been  sub- 
m't x.  and  approved  for  the  company  charged  with  the  mission  of  harbor 
...:c.-rily ,  Lnoreby  increasing  its  communications  capability. 
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rW,..Lr;“  .:^.  aurrnf;  v;"xch  could  realistically  plan  luture 
n^'  iHwc.i.u  requrrcaonos . 

■* "  (section  2 ,  ran  xj  ,  nara  Pb  1 '/  ■  r>  v  >  -  .  •. 

b^acc l‘a  ?0n^incrs  cn  a11  -our  slues  and  the  too  should 
tc  aocu  ,  ,1.l  vi;oa  .or  case  in  identic  cation  o!  container  while  still 
s oovjcd  in  wic  snip's  hold.  ^tin 

f>»  (oec Lion  x,  Part  xl,  on‘*a  '•'b  ( p' *  r‘  wrr*  . > „ ^ 

i?!;lCC..:iU+?G  packascs  arc(  idcntii’icd* with  Lhe'unit,  the  oreKnt 
o.uppiii^  one  packages  with  the  deploying  unit  hc-los  to  i-ourp  xV|^.  +." " 
ai-e  delivered  to  the  unit  1‘or  which  they  are  issued.  However  °i^  -  <•.  ^ 
recoiWf;cndod  that  thc-'-f-  lb  lj 


ackayes  oe  red  disk  TAT. 


provided  with  a  copy  of  this  indorlenenW ^"01!^^°^  tZcl*™ 
“  °U“n  explanation  ox  all  noncoacurrcnces  has  also  been  provided. 
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5','uBJ HCT :  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October 
1966  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65 


HEADQUARTERS,  1GTH  MILITARY  POLICE  BRIGADE,  APO  96307,  13  Dec- 66 


TO:  I 


'-ury  Commanding  General,  United  States  Armv  Vietnam  ATTN:  AVC-DH 
Aa'O  9^-0  07 


'•  >  Tnc  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  submitted  by  the  97th 
Military  Police  Battalion  for  the  quarter  ending  31  October  1966  is 
forwarded  herewith. 


2.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  report  and  the  first  in¬ 
dorsement  end  aciac  The  following  com  icnts: 


u  Reicrenco  Section  1,  paragraph  1b,  wage  2  and  Daragoaph  2b, 
Intend:  This  headquarters  directed  that  the  97th  Military* Police  Bat¬ 
talion  take  necessary  action  to  reorganise  under  19-5 COE. 


b*  Reference  Section  2,  Part  I,  paragraph  2a  (2,  (Water  Tank 
rack; ,  page  0  --  5  -  ’  ~  —  -  - 


f—t  T  \  -  _  -  '  -  -  - -  -  \ - /  \  ■  —  v w— 

e.-: -e  ,  and  paragraph  2e,  1st  Ind:  Concur  noth  comments  of  1st,  Ind. 


,  cg.  ‘-ccoion  2,  Part  I,  paragraph  2a  (3),  page  4  and 

_,n  1,  iSo  Ind:  The  MTGE  for  the  630th  Military  Police  Company 
“-j-tted  prior  to  the  arrival  of  this  headquarters  and  is  currently* 
-v;rvv;ont  °r  thc/;r:y*  USARV,  however,  has  requested  by  letter 
^  'M  •  pcccr.icor  19co  xnat  justification  be  reviewed  and  resubmitted. 
■•:.J  USARV  letter  will  be  forwarded  NLT  1  January  1967. 


^  a.  Reference  Section  2,  Part  II,  paragraph  2b  (l),  page  4  and 
paragraph  2e,  1st  Ind:  Concur  with  comment  of  1st"  Ind. 


e.  Reference  Section  2,  Part  II,  uaragraoh  2b  (2)  (Red  TAT 
Equipment),  page  4  end  paragraph  2f,  1st  Ind:  Concur  with  comment  of 

I  ^  <■*  -L- -U  • 


1.  Reference  Section  2,  Part  II,  paragraph  2b  (2)  (WABTOC  Package), 
page  s-  enc.  paragrapn  2g,  1st  Ind:  Concur  with  comment  cf  1st  Ind. 


I-C:k  THE  CCM1ANDER: 
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Adjutant 


/- 


. . . *. 


AVh’GC-DH  (14  Nor  66)  3d  Tnd 

SUBJECT:  Onerational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 
3 i  October  1966  (ECS  CSFOR-65) 

HTPJjQU.'.RVERS ,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY  VXETITAI-1,  A ?0  San  Francisco  96307  8jf^J  ’QJ 

TO:  Coriander  in  Chief,  United  States  Arr r.*r.  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT 

/uO  96553 

1  *  Tliis  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Renort-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  period  ending  31  October  1966  fron  Headquarters,  97th 
Military  Police  Battalion  as  indorsed# 

2#  Pertinent  consents  are  as  follows: 

a«  Reference  Paragraph  la,  Section  1,  Page  1;  Paragranh  2a(l), 
Part  Tj  Section  2,  Page  2;  Paragraph  b(l).  Section  2,  Part  TI,  Page  +5 
Pnrngr.nv 1  2e,  1st  Indorsement;  and  Paragraph  d,  2d  Indorsement:  It  would 
bo  desirable  to  have  subordinate  units  assigned,  trained,  and  deployed 
\:ith  th-ir  parent  unit  providing  time,  geogranhic  location  and  an 
ectbolish .J  command  relationship  permits# 

b»  In  this  specific  instance  it  docs  not  apnear  feasible  to 
the  infantry  companies  assigned  to  the  Military  Police  Battalion 
'.dr uart era  in  CONUS  because  of  the  tilling  and  uncertain  status  of 
the  rife  companies  at  that  time. 

FOR  THE  COXKANDER: 


R./UuTRBV 


Cpt,  AGG  v 

/  1,  Asst  Adjutant  General  • 


GP0P-0T(14  Nov  66)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 
31  October  1966  (RCS  CSFOR-65),  HQ  97th  M?  Bn 

HQ,  lid  ARMY,  PACIFIC,  A?0  San  Franc  ^;co  9655S  1 7  pjrg  \%'j 

TO:  Assistant  Cuief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  the  basic  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  CO.. HANDER  IN  CHIEF: 

— * 

/ 

r.  t  \'>n"r'7  T 
\-T  ■  Rj  •  17.  w *• 

C?T,  AGO 
Asst  AG 
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2A.  REPORT  SECURITY  C  1.  A  Ssi  H  C  A  TIOl  1 

UNCLASSIFIED  I 

2b.  GROUP 

j  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  97th  Militar 

y  Police  Battalion 

U  ~  ,  ivt  NOTES  (Tfp,  of  rvporf  mnd  Inclu.lr .  dmt„)  - - — - - - - 

MrrtenCeS-°f  Unit  enSaSed  in  counterinsurgency  operations  1  Jun  to  31  On-  fifi. 

1  . »■  mraa/o  initial,  It  at  nnmo) 

CO,  97th  Military  Police  Battalion 
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